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Sennheiser ensures consistent quality on Gary Barlow’s sold-out solo tour  

 

High Wycombe, 19 February 2013 – With the massively successful Take That 

reunion, plus Saturday and Sunday primetime television exposure as an X Factor 

judge, Gary Barlow’s profile has never been higher. In late 2012/early 2013 he 

found the time to undertake a sold-out solo tour in the UK and Ireland, the 

proceeds of which went to charity. Sennheiser microphones and wireless 

monitors delivered the consistency of sound that he expects. 

 

Originally announced as 16 dates – later extended to 27 –, the Gary Barlow: In 

Concert tour sold out in minutes, raising much needed funds for The Prince’s Trust 

and The Royal Foundation of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and Prince Harry. 

Backed by a nine-piece band plus guest appearances, Sennheiser SKM 5200-II 

wireless handheld microphones with MD 5235 heads were used for all vocals, plus 

ew 572 G3 wireless instrument systems for the musicians.  

 

“We used the same microphone combination with Gary on the last Take That tour, 

where we had great results with 

it,” says front-of-house engineer 

Gary Bradshaw. “It’s a very nice 

hi-fi sounding capsule, it’s 

extremely robust and it works in 

all conditions. It also has great 

rejection, which was really 

important on a tour like this; we’re 

mainly playing theatres with a 

few arena shows and the audience can be really loud, so this was a great choice for 

all situations.”  

 

Monitor engineer Steve Lutley agrees, saying, “The 5235 capsule is amazing for not 

picking up background noise. Audio quality is very important to Gary – he spends 

much of his working life in the studio, he knows exactly how everything is supposed 

to sound and he’s very critical of the sound, which is a good thing. He really cares, as 

does musical director Mike Stevens.”  

 

Steve used a total of 14 stereo monitor mixes, which included a talkback system for 

the technicians, plus two wedge mixes. Barlow and most of the band used 
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Sennheiser 2000 series monitoring systems, with 

SR 2050 transmitters, EK 2000 receivers and AC 3200 

combiners.  

 

“We’re actually using the same equipment 

combination as on the last Take That tour, although it 

doesn’t need to cover such a large area because the 

venues are smaller,” says Steve. “As with the 

microphones, the IEMs have to be of a certain 

standard because the backline and vocals are exactly 

the same whether the show is in a stadium or a club. 

The quality of the equipment has to be the same 

wherever and whenever Gary performs, whether it’s a live concert or in the studio.”  

 

“It’s all about consistency,” adds Gary Bradshaw. “We try to be consistent with as 

much equipment as possible whether it’s a solo tour or Take That. Gary has said he 

likes the sound of the 5235 capsule and the Sennheiser in-ears. He knows what he’s 

talking about and using this equipment consistently ensures that he, us and 

everybody concerned is happy.”  

 

 

The Sennheiser Group, with its headquarters in Wedemark near Hanover, Germany, is 

one of the world’s leading manufacturers of microphones, headphones and wireless 
transmission systems. The family-owned company, which was established in 1945, 

recorded sales of around €531 million euros in 2011. Sennheiser employs more than 

2,100 people worldwide, and has manufacturing plants in Germany, Ireland and the 

USA. The company is represented worldwide by subsidiaries in France, Great Britain, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Switzerland and Liechtenstein, Germany, Denmark 

(Nordic), Russia, Hong Kong, India, Singapore, Japan, China, Canada, Mexico and the 

USA, as well as by long-term trading partners in many other countries. Also part of 
the Sennheiser Group are Georg Neumann GmbH, Berlin (studio microphones and 

monitor loudspeakers), and the joint venture Sennheiser Communications A/S 

(headsets for PCs, offices and call centres). 
 

You can find all the latest information on Sennheiser by visiting our website at 

www.sennheiser.com. Your contact at Sennheiser UK:  
 

Sennheiser UK Ltd. 

Steve Dalton 
Marketing Communications Manager 

Tel. +44 (1494) 551 - 535 

Fax +44 (1494) 551 - 550 
sdalton@sennheiser.co.uk 

Gasoline Media  

Sarah James 
Tel: +44 (1372) 471 472 

sarahj@gasolinemedia.com 
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Captions: 

 

Gary Bradshaw.jpg: Gary Bradshaw, front-of-house engineer for Gary Barlow 

 

Steve Lutley.jpg: Monitor engineer Steve Lutley 

 

 


