Sennheiser welcomes sentencing for one of UK’s most prolific traders of
counterfeit goods
Michael Reeder case is one of the largest of its kind ever undertaken by trading
standards
Portsmouth/Wedemark, 19 April 2013 - Sennheiser, the consumer audio
specialist, welcomes the sentence handed down today at Portsmouth Crown
Court to Michael Reeder, who is believed to be one of the most prolific sellers of
counterfeit consumer electronics merchandise in UK history.
Mr Reeder’s sentence of two and a half years in prison is amongst the heaviest ever
given to someone convicted of selling counterfeit products in the UK. He was found
guilty of all 13 charges that were brought against him, including selling counterfeit
goods to a school in Bristol. His case is one of the largest of its type undertaken by
trading standards services anywhere in the UK.
Mr Reeder had been dealing in counterfeit products, including imitation items of
Sennheiser and several other consumer electronics brands, through a series of
websites since 2010. Over 4,000 counterfeit items, worth a total of £168,000, were
seized at his property by Portsmouth Trading Standards – this is believed to be just
a small fraction of the total items in his possession at that time.
Peter May, Sales and Marketing Director at Sennheiser UK, said: “Counterfeiting is
something we take extremely seriously because it hurts unwitting and innocent
consumers. We’ve worked closely with Portsmouth Trading Standards for some time
on this case because we knew just how significant a counterfeit trader Mr Reeder
was – at one point we estimated that almost 80% of all the complaints we received
were due to the fake products he was selling illegally under our brand name.
“We’re passionate about delivering fantastic products to consumers which is why we
introduced an authorised dealer network earlier this month to combat this
counterfeiting issue, supporting the genuine sellers of our headphones and giving
even greater confidence to consumers when they make their purchase.”
Volker Bartels, President, Corporate Services, spokesperson of the Executive
Management Board: “This is why Sennheiser launched a global anti-counterfeit

campaign last year. We will not accept fake product in the market place as we want
to protect our customers from fraud.”
Peter Emmett, Trading Standards Manager at Portsmouth City Council, said: “This
has been the most complex and difficult investigation ever undertaken by our team,
producing more than 2,000 pages of evidence. We are very satisfied that Mr Reeder
has been convicted for his criminal behaviour and we’ll now be asking the court to
order refunds for customers who gave statements about the fakes they purchased
and who were never given their money back.”
Sennheiser’s authorised dealer network is being rolled out in Europe and ensures
only authorised partners and distributors can purchase products from Sennheiser for
sale to consumers.
Sennheiser has also introduced the latest identification technologies to protect
customers against fakes. Products and Packaging come with a new security label as
well as a QR code on the packaging, which consumers can scan to confirm their
product’s authenticity online.
The Sennheiser Group, with its headquarters in Wedemark near Hanover, Germany, is one of
the world's leading manufacturers of microphones, headphones and wireless transmission
systems. In 2011 the family company, which was founded in 1945, achieved a turnover of
around 531 million euros. Sennheiser employs more than 2,100 people worldwide, and has
manufacturing plants in Germany, Ireland and the USA. The company is represented
worldwide by subsidiaries in France, Great Britain, Belgium, the Netherlands, Switzerland and
Liechtenstein, Germany, Denmark (Nordic), Russia, Hong Kong, India, Singapore, Japan, China,
Canada, Mexico and the USA, as well as by long-term trading partners in many other
countries. Also part of the Sennheiser Group are Georg Neumann GmbH, Berlin (studio
microphones and monitor loudspeakers), and the joint venture Sennheiser Communications
A/S (headsets for PCs, offices and call centres).
You can find all the latest information on Sennheiser by visiting our website at
www.sennheiser.com.
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