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ECHO 2015 with Sennheiser

Wedemark, 15 April 2015 – On 26 March 2015, the Deutsche Phono-Akademie (German Association of Recording Companies) presented the 24th ECHO German music awards. Barbara Schöneberger hosted the awards show at the Messe Berlin, which was produced by Kimmig Entertainment and broadcast live by German TV station “Das Erste”. As in previous years, wired and wireless microphones from Sennheiser ensured a good sound in the hall as well as on the screens of millions of television viewers. Also, the artists relied on wireless monitoring solutions from Sennheiser at this ‘who’s who’ of the rock and pop industry. The audio specialist was involved as a technical partner at ECHO for the twelfth time in 2015. This year, the opening of the otherwise markedly colourful ECHO Awards had a reflective mood as a minute’s silence was observed to remember the victims of the plane crash in the French Alps, accompanied by moving music and 150 burning candles.

[image: C:\Users\149SPeters\Desktop\Wuestenhagen_Echo2015_431_6407_5519af24db4.jpg]Wireless microphones from Sennheiser provided excellent sound for speech and vocals at ECHO 2015 – the musical acts used SKM 2000 handheld transmitters with MMD 935-1 capsules or SKM 5200 handheld transmitters with MD 5235 microphone heads. Sennheiser SK 2000 bodypack transmitters were provided for guitarists and bassists. For his performance accompanied by dancers, German pop icon Herbert Grönemeyer used an HSP 4 headset with a Sennheiser SK 5212 bodypack transmitter. 

[image: C:\Users\149SPeters\Downloads\JPEG - Pressemailing\echo_04.jpg]All the wireless monitoring systems at ECHO 2015 were Sennheiser. Numerous EK 2000 IEM and EK 300 IEM G3 beltpacks were used, and Svenja Dunkel, the wireless specialist responsible for frequency coordination, had located 12 wireless links (SR 2050 IEM dual-channel transmitters) in the AW range and six additional radio links in the LTE duplex gap (823 to 832 MHz).

At the side of the stage, hidden behind black molleton fabric, a towering ‘antenna tree’ had been erected. Three circularly polarised Sennheiser A 5000-CP helical antennas were used to cover the entire performance area. The antennas used for the in-ear signals were connected to three AC 3200 active antenna combiners.

[image: C:\Users\149SPeters\Desktop\Wuestenhagen_Echo2015_400_6221_5519ae9a9b2.jpg]Some new LED moving lights provided a surprise during the rehearsals, as their electronics produced RF interference. The drummer of the ECHO award-winning band Revolverheld was situated right next to the new LED lights and had to be provided with a new frequency. “We do not always know in advance what the director and his colleagues have come up with in terms of the lighting for the show – so the rehearsals are extremely important at ECHO,” said Svenja Dunkel. The Sennheiser Wireless Systems Manager software assisted her in maintaining an overview of the complex wireless system.

[image: C:\Users\149SPeters\Downloads\JPEG - Pressemailing\echo_06b.jpg]Horst Hartmann manned the monitor desk with Marko Schmidt. The sound specialists, who have experience of working at ECHO, shared the work: Hartmann catered for the performing bands, while Schmidt had his own desk to deal with the hosting, the presenters, any internal communication and the video feeds. In addition to the wireless monitoring systems, conventional wedges and sidefills integrated into the stage decoration were required for some performances – at low volume so as not to interfere with the TV sound. ”In general, in-ear systems prevailed at ECHO,” observed Horst Hartmann. “They are without question the best solution – not only for the sound in the hall and on TV, but also for the musicians themselves!” Artists who had not brought customised earpieces with them were able to use the Sennheiser IE 4 earphones provided.

Graduate engineer Jens Nonnewitz, monitor mixer for Revolverheld, was delighted to be provided with Sennheiser wireless monitoring systems, commenting, “We use Sennheiser ew 300 IEM G3 in-ears at our concerts, which are sonically compatible to the systems we used at ECHO – the main differences between the product lines are the available switching bandwidth and the transmission power. Particularly in light of the nervousness often associated with a prime time TV show, it is an advantage for musicians if they have already internalised the operation of the beltpacks – it prevents disruptions caused by unfamiliar handling and the artists can concentrate fully on their performance.”

[image: C:\Users\149SPeters\Downloads\JPEG - Pressemailing\echo_16.jpg]In addition to the wireless technology, a large number of wired Sennheiser microphones could also be seen at ECHO 2015. The microphones used on the drum kits included the e 906 and e 904, as well as MK 4 large-diaphragm condenser models. Proven classics such as the Sennheiser MD 441 were also used. “The processes at ECHO are now all very slick. Each person within the experienced technical teams knows exactly what to do,” said Thomas Holz, Sennheiser Project Manager for Touring & Rental | Artists & Engineers. 

However, the shining star of the night was Helene Fischer, who received four awards at ECHO 2015, or as Barbara Schöneberger jokingly called it, the “Helene Fischer Festival”. Fans of the singer can look forward to the open-air tour scheduled for the summer, which will take Germany’s most successful entertainer to the largest local stages with her Sennheiser handheld transmitters.


Captions:
1: The 24th German ECHO Awards were hosted in Berlin (photo credit: © Monique Wüstenhagen / BVMI)
2: The EK 2000 IEMs and EK 300 IEM G3s beltpacks used for monitoring
3: The ECHO award-winning band Revolverheld (photo credit: © Monique Wüstenhagen / BVMI)
4: Sennheiser SR 2050 IEM dual-channel transmitters and EM 3732-II and EM 2050 dual-channel receivers ensured great sound at ECHO 2015
[bookmark: _GoBack]5: The ECHO sound crew headed by Tobias Kühnel (front row, on the right)


The Sennheiser Group based in Wedemark near Hanover, Germany, was founded in 1945 and has gone on to become a leading manufacturer of microphones, headphones and wireless transmission systems. Sales in 2013 totaled 590.4 million euros. Sennheiser employs more than 2,500 staff worldwide and operates plants in Germany, Ireland and the USA. The company has a worldwide network of subsidiaries in France, Great Britain, Belgium, the Netherlands, Switzerland and Liechtenstein, Germany, Denmark (Nordic), Russia, Hongkong, India, Singapore, Japan, China, Australia and New Zealand, Canada, Mexico, and the USA. It also has long-established trading partners in other countries. Georg Neumann GmbH, Berlin, a maker of studio microphones and monitor speakers, and Sennheiser Communications A/S, a joint venture making headsets for PCs, offices and call centers, are also part of the Sennheiser Group.

More up-to-date information about Sennheiser is available on the internet at www.sennheiser.com
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